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Oswego County

Total Population - 118,287
Children 14 years and under: 19,238 (16.3%
of total population)
Under 5 years: 5,937
5 to 9 years: 6,488
10 to 14 years: 6,813

Households
There are a total of 47,203 households in Oswego County
each made up of about 2.4 members. 

Median Household Income - $58,984
($20,573 less than NY state)
Under $15,000 - 10.5%
$15,000 - $34,999 - 19.9%
$35,000 - $49,999 - 13.5%
$50,000 - $74,999 - 17.4%
$75,000 - $99,999 - 12.6%
$100,000 - $149,000 - 15.7%
Over $150,000 - 10.6%

Sources: 2020 Decennial census, Census population estimates,
American Community Survey 

Poverty in Oswego County
18.6% of Oswego County residents are below

the poverty level 
37.7% of children under 5 are below the

poverty level.

3



Oswego County
There are 9.8 children under age 6 in
Oswego County for every one child

care slot available. This is the highest
in NY State.

Many of the rural areas of Oswego
County are underserved by child care
providers. 

Child care costs between 11-14.5% of the
median household income for a family of 4 in
Oswego County. 

Source: https://dol.ny.gov/child-care-new-york-state 4

https://dol.ny.gov/child-care-new-york-state


Day Care Centers* - provide care for more than six children at a time, not in a personal residence.
These programs are licensed by the New York State Office of Children and Family Services. Small
Day Care Centers provide care for up to six children, not in a personal residence. These programs
are licensed by the New York State Office of Children and Family Services. 

Family Day Care* - homes provide care for three to six children at a time in a residence and may
add one to four school-age children. The maximum allowable number of children will depend on
whether any infants are in care and if so how many. These programs are registered by the Child
Care and Development Council. 

Group Family Day Care* - homes provide care for seven to twelve children at a time in a residence
and may add two to four school-age children. The maximum allowable number of children will
depend on whether there are any infants in care and if so how many. A provider must use an
assistant when more than six children are present. These programs are licensed by the New York
State Office of Children and Family Services. 

*Each of the programs listed above can serve children ages six weeks through twelve years and operate
for more than three hours a day. 

School-Age Child Care Programs - provide care for more than six children from kindergarten
through age twelve. They care for children during non-school hours and also may provide care
during school vacation periods and holidays. These programs are registered by the Child Care and
Development Council. 

Nursery Schools - provide care for three hours a day or less. A nursery school may voluntarily
register with the State Education Department (SED). 

Pre-Kindergartens - are usually located in public schools, but can also be found in private schools
or day care centers. They are supervised by the SED and the local school district. 

Head Start Centers - are targeted for preschool-age children from low-income families. They are
federally funded and usually licensed as Day Care Centers. Head Start Centers are licensed by the
New York State Office of Children and Family Services. 

Legally Exempt Care (Informal) provides care for one or two children at a time in addition to the
provider’s own children, usually in the provider’s home. These providers are not required to
register.

Illegal Programs 
Social Services Law 390 states that an individual may not watch more than 2 children in the
individual’s home, for more than 3 hours, if the children are not related to them in the 3rd degree of
consanguinity, without being registered or licensed. 

Verify that your provider is listed in the NYS database of regulated child care providers:
https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/looking/ccfs-search.php

Types of Child
Care
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Cost of Child Care -
Oswego County
Market rates were most recently published in June 2022, Rates vary based
on age of child, type of care, and schedule of care. 
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Cost of Child Care
CCAoA found that the national annual average price of child care for

2022 was $10,853. It would take 10% of a married couple with children’s
median income to afford this national average price. It would take 33%
of a single parent with children’s median household income to afford

this national average price.

Child care costs in the Northeast
U.S. exceed average housing and

college tuition prices. *2023 data not yet available
www.childcareaware.org/catalyzing-growth-using-data-to-change-child-care/ 7

https://www.childcareaware.org/catalyzing-growth-using-data-to-change-child-care/


Child Care
Assistance

The NYS CCAP helps eligible families with some or all of the cost of child
care. Each local social services district (LSSD) manages the CCAP with
funding and support from the Office of Children and Family Services

(OCFS).

Families that fall within the income guidelines above may qualify for
assistance. Applications can be completed online or through local DSS

agency.

The above table illustrates the portion of weekly payment that would come
from families, depending on their family size and income. The CCAP

program makes care much more affordable for eligible families. 8

https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/ccap/


Quality Child Care
There are 6 different

indicators of quality child care. Curricula Language
InteractionsPa

rt
ic

ip
at

io
n

Ratios Teachers

Language rich
environment
including talking
and reading 

Age appropriate
physical and
learning activities  

Screened and highly
skilled providers &
teachers 

Proper supervision
with high adult-to-
child ratios 

High and consistent
levels of child
participation

Responsive
interactions between
provider and child 

W W W . I C P O C . O R G  

Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) Agencies help to
ensure that child care providers keep up with quality

standards. 
Parent Involvement - Parents are a key to quality of care.They have the right and should drop in at any time to
observe the program or see their child. Doing so will give the parent a first-hand view of the quality of the
program.
Adult-Child Ratios - Regulated programs must limit the number of children each adult cares for based on
standards set in the regulations. These standards help to ensure that children are properly supervised and receive
the quality care they need. 
Professional Development and Experience - Regulated child care providers must have prior experience caring for
children as well as training to meet and maintain compliance with New York State Child Day Care Regulations.
NYS requires all staff to take 30 hours of training every two years.
Technical Assistance – Registered and licensed providers are eligible to receive technical assistance to enhance
the quality of care they provide. These providers may access basic technical assistance via telephone, email, mail,
fax, or in the office, as well intensive technical assistance (ITA) delivered on-site. A limited number of health and
safety grants are available for this group of providers in combination with ITA. The grants are intended to assist
with quality improvement as well as regulation compliance. In addition, health care consultancy services are
available to support registered and licensed providers in meeting regulations pertaining to the administration of
medication, and CPR/First Aid certifications.
Regulation and Oversight - Programs regulated by the State Office of Children and Family Services must be
licensed or registered. With few exceptions, a program that cares for more than two children for three hours or
more per day must have a current license or registration. 
Inspections - Every licensed child care program must be inspected at least once before each license renewal. At
least 50% of all registered providers are inspected annually. Violations found during inspections can result in
corrective action plans and notices of intention to initiate enforcement through the imposition of a fine or the
limitation, suspension, termination or revocation of a license or registration. Parents have the right to contact the
Child Care & Development Council or the New York State Office of Children and Family Services to inquire about
a provider's history.
Complaints - The state Office of Children & Family Services (OCFS) maintains a statewide, toll-free Child Care
Complaint Line where anyone can file a complaint of a possible regulatory violation in a day care program.
Parents have the right to contact the Child Care & Development Council or the New York State Office of Children
and Family Services to inquire about a provider's compliance/complaint history.
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429

165 126

Basic
Technical Assistance

Intensive
Technical Assistance

425
Sessions

4
Sessions

Child Care
Spaces Added

Program 
Inspections

3 New 
SACC programs

14 Complaints
Investigated

Quality Child Care
CCR&R agencies represent a critical link between the State’s efforts to
oversee and strengthen the child care system and provide quality child

care services to New York State (NYS) children and families. CCR&R
agencies make the child care market more effective by increasing

access and resources for child care providers and families

In 2023 our agency provided 429 technical assistance sessions to
Oswego County child care providers. We also completed 126 program
inspections which ensure that quality standards are continually met. 

Professional Development Training

90
Training Certificates
earned by providers

In 2023 our agency offered 37 trainings to providers. 9
trainings were canceled due to low enrollment or

other factors. We had an average of 3 providers
attend each training. 

CPR/First Aid & Health
38.9%

Business/Record Keeping
25%

CACFP & Nutrition
19.4%

Infant/Toddler
16.7%
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Evaluations

Professional
Development Training

Question 
Rate the overall level of
satisfaction of your learning
experience

Average Score (Out of 6)

5.83

5.83

5.79

5.82

5.86

5.82

5.79

5.77

5.92

Average Score (Percentage)

97%

97%

97. 20%

97. 20%

96. 50%

97. 60%

96. 50%

96. 20%

98. 60%

Rate the instructors level of
knowledge on the topic

Rate the pace of the course

What was your level of 
satisfaction with the training 
materials and/or handouts

What was your level of 
satisfaction with the 
information presented

Rate the day, time, and location
of this training

How likely are you to use the 
knowledge you gained in your 
child care setting

Rate how the material that was
presented will be useful to you

Rate the gains made in your 
level of knowledge as a result of 
this training

Providers who completed our agency’s trainings were,
on average, 97% satisfied with the course. We use these

ratings to continually improve our trainings. 11
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Child Care Supply

lustrated above are the number of New York State
regulated child care programs and the maximum capacity
broken down by modality. Note that the maximum
capacity represents the number of potential child care
slots available in Oswego County in 2023, not the number
of slots currently open. 

SACC
792

DCC
700

FDC
168GFDC

158

Total Capacity
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Child Care Supply

6 weeks - 12 years School Age

0 100 200 300 400 500

FDC

GFDC

Total

Infants Toddlers Preschool

School Age

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200

SACC

DCC

Note: Registered/Licensed capacity for FDC and GFDC is broken out into two age groups: 6 weeks to 12 years, and school age.
Within the 6 weeks to 12 years capacity, FDC is limited to 2 children under 2 years, GFDC is limited to 4 children under 2 years.

In Oswego County in 2023 there were 248 slots
available in Family Day Care programs (FDC) and 202

available in Group Family Day Cares (GFDC). 
In Day Care Centers (DCC) there were 754 slots

available, and in School-Aged Child Care programs
(SACC) there were 1051 slots. 
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Legally Exempt

In 2023 our agency processed 152 Legally Exempt
application packets. Of those, 72% were completed
and care was provided. 
Legally exempt care is defined as providing care for
one or two children in addition to the providers own
children. It gives families with an option to have
their family members or friends provide their child
care.

Child Care Supply

Non-Relative Relative

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Family Child Care

In Home
Complete

71.7%

Withdrawn
17.1%

Denied
9.9%

In Process
1.3%
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11
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10
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10
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8

Child Care
Demand

The Empire State Child Care Match (referral) database is only for regulated
providers and does not include legally-exempt provider requests. Note:
Data does not include consultations for subsidy. Parents seeking subsidy

may not want referrals, as they may already have child care secured.

Our agency processed 143 referrals
throughout 2023. 

Referrals by Month
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2023 Oswego County
Data Dashboard
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Child Care Grants
STABILIZATION 2.0

WORKFORCE RETENTION

CHILD CARE DESERTS

Based on the success of the Child Care Stabilization 1.0
grants, OCFS distributed another round of funds with the
Stabilization 2.0 for Workforce Supports grant to child care
providers to strengthen their infrastructure and support
their workforce. OCFS has awarded $208 million to 12,578
child care providers through the Stabilization 2.0 for
Workforce Supports grant. 

On May 31, 2023, Governor Kathy Hochul announced a $500
million investment in the FY 2024 budget to bolster New
York’s child care workforce through the Workforce
Retention Grant program. Funding from the program will
support up to 150,000 child care workers with bonus
payments ranging from $2,300 to $3,000 to staff in
caregiving roles, as well as funding to support child care
programs’ efforts to recruit new staff, offer sign-on and
referral bonuses, and more.

New York State identified $100M to build and expand child
care capacity in areas with the least supply, with $30M
available to existing programs expanding capacity under
their current license. Utilizing funding from the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), child care desert funding represents
an unprecedented opportunity and investment to build
capacity and strengthen the state’s economy, by addressing
the issues that impact businesses including chronic absence,
productivity reductions and turnover due to inadequate
options for quality child care in the most needed parts of the
state.
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Summary
The year 2023 saw positive developments in child care affordability and supply, with

increased investment playing a pivotal role. 

Investment in Child Care: Investment in child care had a significant impact in
2023. Annual federal and state child care funding were leveraged to provide
grants to child care programs, improve the compensation of child care
professionals, and stabilize the sector as a whole.

Child Care Supply Doesn’t Meet Demand:  The slow growth of child care
programs is not matching the demand for care around the country. This problem
is especially apparent in Oswego County, where there are 9.8 children under 6
for every one child care slot available. 

Affordability Issues: Many families still struggle to afford child care. In many
parts of the country, child care costs for two children are higher than housing
and other basic necessities. Furthermore, the prices families pay often do not
cover the true cost incurred by providers, particularly for high-quality care for
infants and toddlers.

Need for Additional Investment: There is still a critical need for additional
investment in child care to bridge the affordability gap. Without continued and
increased funding, the positive trends observed in 2023 are at risk of stalling.
This could result in families having fewer options for accessible, affordable, and
high-quality child care.

The Child Care & Development Council emphasizes the potential for a society where
children can develop in a healthy environment, caregivers are adequately
compensated, and families can achieve a harmonious work-life balance. This vision
can only be attained through continued efforts to expand access to high-quality,
affordable child care.
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Contact Us

315-343-2344

bkoproski@icpoc.org

www.icpoc.org
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